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Correspondence between churches soon became
customary.1 The circular letters of the heads of the
great Churches, read on Sunday in the assembly of
the faithful, were in some sort a continuation of the
apostolical literature. The ecclesiastical province,
implying the presidency of the great Churches, ap-
peared in germ. The church, like the synagogue
and the mosque, is a thing that essentially belongs
to the city. Christianity, like Judaism and Islam-
ism, is to be a religion of towns. The final resistance
which it has to encounter will come from the coun-
tryman, the paganus. The rural Christians, who
were very few in number, no doubt frequented the
church of the neighbouring town.2 The Eoman
municipium thus gave local limits to the Church.
As the country and the small towns received the
gospel from the cities, they also received from them
their clergy, who were always subordinate to the
; bishop of the great town. Thus among the towns,
the civitaSj the great town, alone has a real church,

1  We may recal the discussion on the subject of Montanism,
the observance of Easter, &c.   Above all, see Euseb. H.JS. v. 25.

2  Justin. Apol i. 67.